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vast fabric so firmly bnilt up by Ms great-grandfather. He made the fatal political error of attacking and subverting the Mahomedan kingdoms in the far south of India, which had kept in subjection the Hindus of the peninsula;   and he  thus   let loose   upon   himself   the Marathas  of the Dekhan, who ruined his dynasty.   It could not be expected that a fifth emperor should arise, capable of coping with a state of public affairs much more complicated and dangerous than any which his four predecessors had faced; and so the Moghal empire went to wreck; it was literally pulled asunder by wild horsemen.    During the century which followed the death of Aurungzeb, from  1707 to  1807. all the dynasties  and principalities  now existing   in India,  except   only the Eajpiit States and several which no longer exist, were set up.     It was an era of chaos unprecedented even in the annals of Asiatic history, such an era as only follows the break-up of a wide-spreading, despotic empire which has so carefully knocked out and cut away all internal or local stays and ties that its  fall, when it comes, is  a ruinous crash, and leaves a vast territory in a state of complete political dissolution.    The Moghal empire had made a clean sweep of indigenous political institutions within its sway ; and in their turn the Marathas, aided in the work of destruction by Nadir Shah, by the Afghans, Sikhs, Jats, by rebels and commanders of free companies generally, made a clean sweep of the Moghal empire.*   At the  end of the last century very few indeed of   the
* We may perhaps except the State of Travancore, in the extreme corner of the peninsula. But this had been half swallowed up by Tippoo of Mysore, when we made him disgorge. As for Mysore itself the present rulership is of British creation, dating from the year 1867.